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I慧書
editorial after a

⊥ §OmeWhat disoden血g week,

血e middle ofwhich saw a 3.00am

Sta-tt for a visit to血e dep血s of

Lincolnshire! The reason fot血is

WaS　血e ra工e SPeCtade of a

genuine wa血Ie Avro Lancastef

bomber, Perfoming some tail-uP

runs on a wardme Bomber

Co調d air丘eld for the benefit

ofa BBC蝕m crew.

The重e is a link to Iocal lA in

血is event, Since　血e　壷craft

COnCemed was bu址by Ausdn

Motors at血く料Longbridge plant,

a fu血er example of血e diverse

industrial past of Warwickshire.

This diversity is reflected in血e

interests of our membership, Who

again ably saved血e day at血e

Febmary meedng when　血e

SPeaker was forced to wi血draw at

Very Short nodce (a full report is

竺Page 4). This diverdy of
mtereStS is also some血ing血at, aS

a Society, We Pe血aps do not

recognise su組cien叫

O血er重eCent meedngs have

shown　血ere is a considerable

indust立al∴ ]血owledge ba§e

amongst　血e membe重Ship, On

bo血a pro虎ssional and amateur

level, and yet reladvely∴few

members contribute to　血e

meedngs・ If you have something

to say’We WOuld love to hear

from you. Even if you do not

Wish to talLk yourself; you may

know of someone in your field of

interest whom血e Society could

approach to speak. Toby Cave is

in血e process of drawing up the

2002 programme (and beyond)

and u培endy needs leads to

POtendal speake重s to maintain血e

high standard of mee血gs血at he

invariably arrange s ・

Please pass血e details of any

出端ly contacts to a membe重Of血e

CO劇剛健ee.

Mark W. Abbott

PuさLISHED QuARTERしY

The recendy featuredCrossness ardcle in Retort

Issue lO, COntained a s壇1t efrOr

in血e omission of a sinde word,

脚ああ.

W蘭st not wishing to diminish

in any way血e grea血ess of血e

engmeS at Crossness, they are not,

in血e gene重ally accapted sense,

`The largest beam en豆nes in血e

WO血d’.　That accolade, in

COnVendonal beam englne temS

based on cy血lder dimensions,

beam size and weight and

PumPing duty, expreSSed in

m皿ons of ganons per day (sony

no SI urrits here), muSt be

reserved for血e Kew Bddge lOO

inch engine bu皿t by Harvey and

C〇・, Haすe, Comw如し血1869・1

Toge血er wi心血e equa叫y fine

and adjacent　90 inch en密書Ie,

COnStruCted by血e Coppe血ouse

Foun血y, Hayle,血e Kew en産後1eS

坤㌢e空　也e la幣St be狐

englneS ln PreSerVadon anywhere

in　血e wodd.2　The Cros§neSS

englneS may Well be血e largest

脚線be狐n en鋼neS皿e粗S健nce・

Howeve重, in absohlte t錐mS,

血e unique m山d-beam, amular

COmPOund end重1e P重eServed at

Cruquius in Holland is,

de丘r血vely,血e largest steam

engme∴eVer COnStnlCted; again

Harvey and Co. being la堪dy

鳩やOnS批e fb章血e wo恵3

REF団1ENCES:

1・ Wa亜ns G・了協∫幼めnao′ ∬舘脇

E砕e. David & Cha血es. 1968

2. Barton D. B. T乃e Cbmま訪Bea紡

E確料Ba皿皿, Comw皿1969

3・ WⅢockJ・ F・了海上考呼∫虎傷筋

互唾猿in　海　事陶肱　Modd

巴n毎nee重, N〇・ 379与・ 1987

John Wi皿ock
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Meeting Reports dy, A脇r As叫

December 2000

Keith Draper:本pecめd‘Cbt,en r巾Jh‘加坤y,

Being Coventry-bom, having served anapprendceship wi心血e Standard Motor Co,

and now a wen-known Featu重eS Write重for

T協C読n砂E2任n碕Ti?嬢b, meant血at Kei血

Draper was trebly qua止fied to speak knowledgeably

On血e industdal history of his nadve City. He

brought all his accum血ated experience to bear on

血at sul巧ect at血e Society’s December meedng

When he took members on a `saunter’血rough血e

years when Coventry had almost more factories血狐

it had shops, When it was血e unchallenged centre of

motof Car m狐ufacture in Britain, and when血e City

echoed to血e sound of scores of factory hooters.

Not to mendon血e rin豆ng ofbicyde bens as Hterally

tens of血ousands of craftsmen and women pedalled

daily to and ffom血eir work at benches or on

側ch血e s !

Using what must surdy be an unriva11ed

COllecdon of slides, wi心some subjects dadng from

血e 19心c弧叩, Ke血’s岨旺was a工on c狐of

finous names cove血g individuals, COmPanies,

factories, and s壮eets, few of which are sdll wi血us.

Understandably, because of his eady background,

血e vehide makers of Coventry fea血red most

PrOminentry in Kei血’s talk, Wi血Daimler, Maudsley,

Standard, Morris, Triumph, Huhber, Alvis ct 。l and

血eir vadous facto丘es being lovingly described-

Slides showmg bo心血e exteriofS and血e interiors of

血ei重Plants, many缶om血eir eady days, reCaned血e

condi也ons under which the ca重makers of血e 1920s

and 30s wocked. These fittories, CrOWded wi血

machines and workers, all labouring under a fofeSt

Of ove血ead sha任ng and血apping lea血er belts, and

Wi心血e absolute minimlm Of a血色cial畦hdng,

WOuld today be considered no血ing short of a

Factory hspector’s worst nightmare. Yet somehow,

血e pride which血ose men and women fdt bo血for

血eir wock and for血e Companies血ey s{AV-ed, Came

OVe重.

Then血ere were血e names of some of血e men

Who led血em For example, Sir John Black of

Standard who, irrmediately after血e Second Wodd

War, Sent his designer Walter Belgrove to make a

PenCH sketch of a US-built Plymou血car which Sir

Joha∴knew was regulady packed outside　血e

Amedcan Embassy in LOndon. That day tdp, Wi血

notebook and pencfl, eVentuauy became　血e

inspi重adon fof血e finous Standard Vanguard

Saloon car. Kei血also ranged ov髄m狐y O血er

PrOducts which once made CoventrY famous,

induding a壷uaft (Whidey bomber§, Mosquitoes),

aero en密nes, Sidecars (wi血one pardculaly elegant

wickerwock and lea血er uphoIstered model made by

Montgomery), POWer tranSmi§Sion chain qenold),

high-aCCuraCy SPeedometers and pel工Ol taps

但o血e血ams), gaS metetS岬7ilson) and, Of course,

血e naval gms, almost unbeHevably la略e by today’s

Standards, Which were once made in Coventry’s

huge O重dnance Factory in Folesh皿Kei血had咄

quafty shdes to show for almost every topic he

covered,

He also had slides of dady rfe in血e City itself;

ffom血e endy years of血e 20血century血rou封1 to

its battered condidon immediately after血e Second

World War when, aS a Sma皿ch血d, he knew its streets

and buildings indmately There we重e血ose in his

audience who also knew血ose subjects indmately

and who were able to idendfy for Kei血some

landrnacks of which even he was unsure.

Indeed,血e evening was so successful not just

because of its subjecちand Kei血’s s皿as a speaker,

but because it was also a心vdy `interacdve event’,

Wi血members contdbu血g血ei重OWn knowledge

and experiences as w‘皿
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Metalworking and Leamington’s Railway

J分nuaⅣ 2001

Maureen Bourne:舟aJ’CおSrmmoγe 4’Cbt’en旬, - FbmのlS J9砺Ctn加ry M初めんooγker

metalwork of Francis Skidmore was

⊥叢慧謹言‡整語意
his eady cfa缶ng of chahces to血e major pieces of

architectural metalwork for which he uldmately

became most finous, WaS dearly in皿uenced by s皿Is

he leamt while apprendced to his jeweller fa血er.

Maureen Boune, Who is Slide Librarian to血e

Department of History of Art at血e University of

Warwick, PreSented a pro釦e of Skidmore, mCh of

Whose work stands to this day in churches,

Ca血edrals and pubhc buildings血rou如out血e UK

It is wide-rangmg, and cove重S a SPeCtnm from small

PleCeS Of silverware to血e decoradve features of血e

Albett Memorial, and丘om gas固dng standards to

血e roof of血e Oxfofd U重riversity Museun.

SkidrlOre eamed血e respect o亀and co-OPerated

wi血,皿my eminent Victorians. In pa血cular he

WOrked for Sir Geo軽e G批ert Scott, SuPPlying

ahost a皿the decoradve ironwo血for the lattef,s

buildings・ S塵drnore’s willingness to tackle p工Ojects

for whieh his background and tralning did not

always丘t him proved at血1eS tO be bo血a strength

and a weakness. His genius for designing and

P重Oducing elaborate decoradve metalwo血of血e

highe§t quality and ardstry is beyond quesdon.

However, his vent皿e into usmg血e same materials

伍otably wrought iron) for load-bea血Ig atChitec虹al

StnlCtueS ProVed to be fir less successful. For

example, his design fo章an elegant封azed roof to

C○Ve豊血e q助を狐♂e of血e Oxあrd U血ve血中

Museum, uS叫g W重Onght irm for ma]Or SttuCtl虹al

members, COllapsed du血1g COnStnlCdon and a

redesign using cast iron was needed.

S瞳dmore was bom in Bimingham in 1818, but in

1822 his fa血er moved血e fi車吋to Coventry where

he set up in business as a jeweⅡer. In his

app章endceship, F重anCis leamed血e珊I range of

jeweller’s sk皿s, a tralrmg Which might appear

inappropdate fof血e type of wo血whch was later to

make his name. In fact its in組uence can be seen

even in his la堪est pro]eCtS, Which are重enOWned for

血eir dencate and complex metal tracery

S瞳dmo紙eventun叫y had a series ofwo血shops in

Coventry,血e sites of w血ch Maureen Boune

Showed on eady maps of血e City. Al血ough血is

man of feladvcdy humble o直s was an associate of

皿my finous Victodans, and al血ough his wo血

remains a pemLanent memOdal to his genius, he died

in poverty, fo工He m狐y anO血er outstanding ardst

he was sadly in fact not at an a success鋤. business

調.
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Leamington’s RaiIway Bridge and

Sta慣on.

The January mee血g concluded wi血a shortPreSentadon by Peter Chater of various stages

in血e history of Leamington’s failway stadon and its

associated bridge over血e I屯gh St/Clemens St

juncdon. Peter壮aced血e history of血e stadon from

血e o丘ginal fu叫y cove章ed design　血rough　血e

Subsequent re-developments which led ul血Iately to

血e 1930s design we know today. He血en tumed to

血e associated ral bridge and covered血e various

VerSions which have been used over血e years, nOne

ofwhich it rmst be adrni壮ed has ever done mch to

add to血e elegance of血e town. Peter’s indmate

knowledge of ra遭way history and pracdce, and a

SPlendid selecdon of sHdes, enSured血at his talk was

as ridしin detail as it was compfehensive in

presen也d調・

The High Street Railway Bridge.

T誓慈n霊宝慧〔霊
PrOvided by Peter Chater.

The o車al bddge of 1852血at spamed H車1

S壮eet was constn事Cted wi血　plated g申ers of

WrOught in〕n, SuPPorted at ei血er end on bdck and

Stone Pie章S and lO suppo血ng cast iron colunms

血roughout its leng血" It o正直1auy Carried a double

track of mixed gaugel This bridge remained hr J霧u

un血書ePlaced in 1906.

The present bridge is bl亜wi血arched truss

産後der§ (丘ve in nunbe宣) supported at each end on

brick and stone ple重S, One Central column and one

blue brick pier at one side. The removal of血e

COl脚ms of血e old bridge facilitated血e movement

of章Oad壮a組c額弧ea血,

The two §ides of血e new bridge were constn]Cted

SePa組tely so血at重ail壮a臆c would not be dis蜘Pted.

The upside was completed first wi血an fal仕a飽c

PaSSing over血e dounside of血e bridge, traCks

being interlaced (血is avoids any moving points).

When丘nished, traCks were diverted to血e upside so

that血e downside could be buflt.

Ths infom調don was obtined ffom the Great

Westem Magazine of 1906.　To quote: The

mmufacture of血e stee隔ork, 330 tons in weishち

WaS undertaken by Mess章S. Eastwood and S|玩重1封e章

Of De血y.　The erecdon was supervi§ed by

Divisional Engineer L. R. Wood, WoIve血ampton.
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City P案anning, Bricks and Vintage Aircra請

Febru租け2001

Members to the Rescue

indisposed and　血erefore unable to attend・

Neve血eless, by 7・30pm enough of our TembefS

had been mustered to　軸　心e evemng wi血

COntribudons of血eir own, and to p重eSent a Vanety

Of topics and slides ofimpressive quahty and interest.

Mar血Green took us on a splendid pictorial tour

Of Birmingham City Cen壮e, COnCen壮a血g on some

Of血e di鮪cult choices faced by plamers in its

redevdopment, and especiauy where血e `old’must

SOOn Perforce glve Way to血e `new’. The Rormda,

One Of血e buildings to be retained, SerVed as vantage

POint from which he took a series of pano重amic
`aedal’views to址us壮ate bo心血e bed重m垂gs of血e

redevelopment and some of　血e cherished

landmarks which may soon disappear. Interspersed

were extemal and intemal shots of sudl histo丘c

areas as血e Jewellery Quarter,血e Law Courts,血e

Midland Art School, Moor St stadon, and血e

Bimingham Gun Barrd Proof House. O血er

Subjects covered by Mar血l induded canal-Side

buildings, and血e Typhoo Tips Tea and Bird’s

Custard factories, The fact that Ma血was on血e

home ground’of his c田dhood meant he could

bring some of his pe章SOnal memories to bear wi血

緯eat e鮪虹・

Roge重Cragg was血e next speaker wi血slides he

had taken on tours of indus血al sites wi血in and

wi血out Warwickshire. W伍en血e roof of the Retort

House for血e o車nal gas wo血s in Gas St,

Bimingham, WaS being restored Roger was in fact

COnSulted by　血e conttactors, and he had a

fascinadng tale to t創of血e unique casiron壮usses

Which had to be preserved. These trusses needed to

be as?eSSed fof strength in rela。on to血e new

COVemg血ey wcre de§dned to support, and血i§

WOrk was cafried out by a colleague ofRoger’s from

Coventry University. O血er topICS COVered by

Roger included Wisan Pier,血e Adam Bridge on血e

Iふe中ool　&　Bury Railway (fo重　Which eady

Pre-StreSSed concrete beams were used);血e Albert

Dock in Hvepool; and丘naHy some∴aSPeCtS Of

b丘dges, aqueducts and inclined planes on canals in

血e West Co血中・

Since血e scheduled speaker was to have given a

talk on brickmaking it was fortuitous血at bo血Peter

Chater and Richard Storey were able, at SuCh short

nodce, tO make con血budons on血at very same

Subject. Peter had had血e fores軸・t tO Photograph

血e Cheny Orcha章d Brickwo血s, Keniho血, at a

血ne when it had血eady stopped producdon but

before it was razed to血e ground. His slides showed

bo血general vic期s of血e site and intemal views of

血e building?∴Where some of　血e o車nal

brickmaking machinery was sdll installed, albeit long

since abandoned.

Richard Storey spoke next on血e patented Caleb

Hitch Brick, an intedocking design which had some

SuCCeSS in血e yearsあ協1820-1840 but which

ul宙nately lost fivour, POSSibly because of its

COmPlexity,血e need fof so many variadons on血e

basic design to accommodate come重S and ends, and

COnSequendy血e di絶culty and relativdy咄cost of

Producdon compaJ記d wi血a standard brick.

Mark AbbotI二rOunded-O任血e meedng wi血a

brief pro丘le of血e Shu血ewo血Co皿ecdon and

Showed shdes of vintage triplanes, biplanes and

monoplanes, many Of血en aiふome, and a ron cau

Of historic names血at included Ble丘ot, Sopwi血,

Blackbun, Bristol, Avro, Supermrine and Hawker・

The meedng was a splendid example of血e

knowledge which resides wi血in membe重S Of血e

Society itself; and it is hoped should encourage

o血ers to come forward from dme to血Ie Wi血sho競

contdbudons.

Any member wishing to make a contribudon to a

mee血g (short or o血erwise!), Should contact a

member of血e com血ittee.

WARⅥCKSHIRE INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY

E-ma血: WIAS@photoshot. com

CHAI RMAN

L F. Cave

24 Portland Street

Leamington Spa

Wa章Wicks脆re

CV32 5EY

曾01926 425987
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